60                        A PILGRIMAGE FOR PEACE
A Khudai Khidmatgar, he told them at one place, had1
first to be a man of God, i.e. a servant of humanity. It.
would demand of him purity in deed, word and thought
and ceaseless, honest industry, since purity of mind and.
idleness are incompatible. They should, therefore, learn
some handicraft which they could practise in their homes.
This should preferably be ginning, spinning and weaving1
as these alone could be offered to millions and in their
own homes : "A person who renounces the sword dare
not remain idle for a single minute. An idle man's brain,
as the popular proverb says, is the devil's workshop. Idle-
ness corrodes the soul and intellect both. A person who-
has renounced violence will take the name of God with
every breath and do his work all the twenty-four hours.
There will be no room for an idle thought.
" Moreover, every Khudai Khidmatgar must have an
independent means of livelihood. Today many of you.
have land, but your land can be taken away from you,
not your craft or your manual skill. It is true that God
provides to His servant his daily bread but only if he per-
form bread labour. If you work not, neither shall you.
eat, is nature's law and should be yours too. You have*
adopted red shirts as your uniform. I had hoped you
would have adopted khadi too which is the livery of free-
dom. But I see that very few among you wear khadL
The reason perhaps is that you have to provide your own
uniform and khadi is dearer. That would not be so if you
spin for yourself."
They should further, he told them, learn Hindustani,
as that would enable them to cultivate and enlarge their
minds and bring them in touch with the wider world. It.
was up to them also to learn the rudiments of the science
of sanitation and first-aid, and last but not least, they
should cultivate an attitude of equal respect and reverence
towards all religions. " It is not the wearing of the red
shirt that makes a Khudai Khidmatgar," he concluded,
" nor standing in serried ranks but to feel within you the
strength of God which is the opposite of.'the strength of
arms. You have yet only arrived at the portal of non-